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Software Download and Installation Guide
Top four trusted sites to get software from

1. Ninite - www.ninite.com

2. Softpedia - www.softpedia.com

3. MajorGeeks - www.majorgeeks.com

4. FileHippo - www.filehippo.com

Ninite presents you with a list of programs that you can select, then lets you download a custom
installer file that bundles all of the selected programs together so you can install them in bulk and
save time. Ninite is known for its safety and security, so you don’t have to worry about malware or
bundled bloatware and junkware. Run the same installer file at a later time and Ninite will
automatically update every program.

Softpedia is arguably the largest file host on the web, complete with over 850,000 files in its
database. Hundreds of them are updated every single day, so not only can you get clean and
malware-free programs, but you can be sure that they are as recent and timely as possible. On top
of that, it has a fantastic reputation and an easy-to-use interface that makes it painless to browse
for programs and drivers of all types — whether on Windows, Mac, Linux, Android, iOS, or
Windows Mobile.

Even though the site looks like it’s straight out of the 90s,MajorGeeks has been one of the most
reputable software download sites for over 15 years. When a site has a couple thousand users
online at any given time, that’s when you know it’s providing a great service. Its list of Top
Freeware Picks is a great place to start, but don’t be afraid to browse the left sidebar and look
through all kinds of highly-rated programs that you might find handy.

FileHippo is a well-known site with over 20,000 active programs broken down into 16 helpful
categories across Windows, Mac, and Web. But whatever you do, if the site offers you a download
manager or anything like that, skip it and go for the direct download instead.
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Trusted/secure sites
https not http

Sites that do not have a secure connection will have a web address that thats with ‘http’ where a
site that does have a secure connection will start with ‘https’. The difference is that when you
have a secure connection it is VERY hard for an outside entity to view the contents of
communications between your computer and the server you are connecting to. You should NEVER
enter PII (Personally Identifiable Information) into a site that is not secure.

Below we can see some examples of what to look for in different internet browsers
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Step-by-step guide to downloading
In this example, we are going to download a program called “Speccy” (pronounced Speck-ey, like
the football menovor) to a computer and install it. Speccy is a small program that shows you what
hardware and software is installed on your computer and can even show you what the
temperature of each hardware component is in real time.

1. We will be using the site ‘FileHippo’ to download our installation file from. In your web browser,
search for ‘FileHippo’ or go to ‘www.filehippo.com’

2. In the search box, type in ‘Speccy’ and press the [Enter] key on your keyboard

3. A list of results will appear. We want the one indicated below. Lets click on it to have a look
before we download it. Click on the word “Speccy” as shown in the screenshot below
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4. Have a read of the Description and any other information you are interested in. When you are
ready to download the program click the [Download Latest Version...] button

5. You will be prompted to save the installation file to a location. By default it should save to a
folder that Windows has already created, aptly called “Downloads” so just click the [Save] button
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6. When it’s finished downloading you will see it down the bottom left of your browser window.
Left click on this to start the installation program
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Installing Software
Things to watch out for

Before we start to install Speccy it is good to note that some programs are provided free to users
because they contain ‘partner programs.’ It is then, important to be cautious when installing
programs that you do not accidently install extra software or additional “protection.”

When installing a program, read each page carefully and look for options that you need to untick.

Once you have clicked on the downloaded file from step 6 of ‘Downloading Software,’ you will be
presented with the following dialog box. This is to help ensure that you are aware that a program
is being installed and you consent it it being added to your computer. This can help to keep
unwanted programs from trying to install themselves onto your computer.
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1. Click the [Run] button

2. An installation dialog box will appear to take you through the rest of the instillation. If you wish,
you can click on either ‘view licence agreement’ or ‘view privacy policy’ to open a link in your
browser to find out about each of those, or simply click the [Install] button to continue
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3. You will be presented with tick-boxes to choose weather you want to ‘add Desktop Shortcut’ or
‘add Start Menu Shortcuts.’ these are find to leave ticked. You might also like to leave
‘Automatically check for updates to Speccy’ which will help keep the program up to date

4. Here we can choose where to install the program to. For our example we will leave it in the
default location and just click the [Install[ button
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5. Once the program has finished installing we can now run it. There are a few options for running
the program, including;

a. Clicking on the [Run Speccy] button at the end of the installation. Untick ‘view release
notes’ first unless you want to see what is new in this version

b. Locate the ‘Speccy’ shortcut on your desktop and DLC (Double Left Click) on it
c. Locate ‘Speccy’ in your Windows Start Menu by clicking the [Start] button down the

bottom left of the screen and navigating to the ‘Speccy’ logo then clicking on it. This varies
depending on the version of Windows you are running

6. When the program runs each time it will have a look through your computer and then display a
screen similar to the one show below

You have reached the end of this guide.


